One With The Word, John 17:20-24
I.

Those Who Will Believe
A. This is traditionally called the “Hight Priestly Prayer”
B. Jesus is praying for His apostles starting in 17:1
C. Here in verse 20 he switches targets to all who believe in Him
D. John 17:20 (ESV); “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me
through their word,
E. “These only” are His apostles and “those who believe… through their word” are the ones
they preached to in the 1st century as well as us who read their words in Scripture
F. But what is the message that Jesus is beseeching the Father for?
G. That we all be one — with the end goal that the “world may believe”
II. Division
A. For some reason we have taken this call to be one and gone the complete opposite way
B. 1 Corinthians 1:10–12 (ESV); 10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by
Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 What I mean is that
each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I
follow Christ.”
C. As far as I can tell from my studies, the beginning of the division of the eastern and
western churches occurred over arguments about the trinity of God
1. Arianism — the position that Jesus, as the Son of God, was created by God 1
2. This gave rise to several creeds — The Nicene Creed, the Apostle’s Creed, and the
Athanasian Creed
3. The Nicene Creed states, “We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church”
4. This is not the Catholic Church you are thinking of
5. Catholic
a) of, relating to, or forming the church universal
b) of, relating to, or forming the ancient undivided Christian church or a church
claiming historical continuity from it 2
D. Then language and politics played a role in the splitting of the churches of the west
(Rome) and the east (Jerusalem and Constantinople)
1. “First, when Pepin made his donation of land in central Italy to the papacy in 756, he
caused the pope to fix his attention more to the West and basically ignore the East.
2. The pope was now the largest landholder in Italy, with an annual income of over one
million dollars, and a recognized secular as well as religious leader.
3. Second, Pepin’s son, Charlemagne, came to Rome and on Christmas Day, 800, was
formally crowned Holy Roman Emperor by Pope Leo III. This act symbolized the
division of East and West.” 3
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E. The two heads of the churches (east and west) ended up excommunicating each other
which scholars view as the event that created the divide
F. Over the course of almost 1000 years we have not done much to bridge that divide.
G. We have further divided along theological, doctrinal, social, economical, political, and
cultural ideologies.
1. There are many denominations that have divided over these issues
2. There are many denominations that have arisen based on these issues
3. Yet Jesus’ prayer is, “that they (us) may be one even as we (Jesus and the Father)
are one.”
III. One
A. John 10:25–30 (ESV); 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The
works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 26 but you do not believe
because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will
snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all,
and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
B. “Begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father.” Part of the Nicene Creed
C. Isaiah 43:11 (ESV); I, I am the Lord, and besides me there is no savior.
D. Hosea 13:4 (ESV); But I am the Lord your God from the land of Egypt; you know no God
but me, and besides me there is no savior.
E. Jesus’ prayer is that we become one just like He and the Father
1. “perfectly one” (ESV); “brought to complete unity” (NIV)
2. “The perfect unity flows out of perfect submission to the total will of God in Christ,
resulting in…” 4
3. Ephesians 4:1–6 (ESV); 1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as
you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
4. The more I study unity in Christ (as it pertains to all Christians), the more I am
convinced that submission to this principle (Ephesians 4) is the unity among humans
so desired by Christ!
5. Remember Jesus said He is praying for those who will believe based on the words of
His apostles
F. Paul does write some things that are hard to understand, but this is not one of them
1. We often take those things that are difficult and make doctrine (teaching) out of them
2. Yet, we have a hard time grasping what they mean
3. We follow a person (their understanding of a difficult text) instead of Christ
IV. Where I am
A. John 17:24 (ESV); Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with
me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before
the foundation of the world.
B. This is Jesus’ end goal
C. That through our evangelism and unity we end up with Him
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D. We cannot let denominationalism (lack of unity, oneness) get in our way of evangelism
and Heaven
E. Jesus used His apostles and prophets to bring us the Gospel
F. God used the Holy Spirit to capture and write it down
G. Now, we use the Scriptures to bring people to the unity of Christ
H. “Believers should always yearn for peace, but never for peace at the expense of truth;
for ‘unity’ which has been gained by means of such a sacrifice is not worthy of the
name.” 5
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