
Be Holy; 1 Peter 1:13-19!!
I. Holy!

A. Biblical use of the term “holy” has to do primarily with God’s separating from the world 
that which He chooses to devote to Himself. !

B. Dedicated, consecrated, set apart!
C. As God’s redemptive plan unfolded through the OT, the “holy” became associated with 

the character of God’s separated people conforming to His revealed law. !
D. When the time came for the saving work of Jesus Christ, His redeemed people came to 

be known as saints (literally, “holy ones”). !
E. The Old Testament shows us the holiness of God!

1. Exodus 3:1–5; 1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the 
priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame 
of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it 
was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why 
the bush is not burned.” 4 When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God 
called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he 
said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you 
are standing is holy ground.”!

2. Exodus 16:23; he said to them, “This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Tomorrow is 
a day of solemn rest, a holy Sabbath to the Lord; bake what you will bake and boil 
what you will boil, and all that is left over lay aside to be kept till the morning.’ ”!

3. Exodus 26:33–34; 33 And you shall hang the veil from the clasps, and bring the ark 
of the testimony in there within the veil. And the veil shall separate for you the Holy 
Place from the Most Holy. 34 You shall put the mercy seat on the ark of the testimony 
in the Most Holy Place.!

4. Holiness in practice is a reflection of God’s own character!
5. Leviticus 11:44–45; 44 For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, 

and be holy, for I am holy. You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing 
that crawls on the ground. 45 For I am the Lord who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.”!



6. Defile - unclean, pollute, profane!
7. Leviticus 20:7–8; 7 Consecrate yourselves, therefore, and be holy, for I am the Lord 

your God. 8 Keep my statutes and do them; I am the Lord who sanctifies you.!
F. We are holy!

1. Ephesians 4:24; and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 
righteousness and holiness.!

2. 1 John 3:2–3; 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall 
see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is 
pure.!

II. A Difference!
A. Because we are holy, we should be leading a different way of life!

!
B. We should shun (to persistently and habitually avoid, ignore, or reject) things and 

practices that defile us!
1. 2 Corinthians 6:17–7:1; 17 Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from 

them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you, 18 and I 
will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord 
Almighty.” 1 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of 
God.!

2. Ephesians 5:1–14; 1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And 
walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God. 3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not 
even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness 
nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be 
thanksgiving. 5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral 
or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom 
of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of 
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do 
not become partners with them; 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that 



is good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it 
is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything 
is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will 
shine on you.”!

C. Holiness expresses itself in how we live!
1. Leviticus 19:9–10; 9 “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap 

your field right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your 
harvest. 10 And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the 
fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the 
sojourner: I am the Lord your God.!

2. Leviticus 19:33–34; 33 “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not 
do him wrong. 34 You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native 
among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of 
Egypt: I am the Lord your God.!

3. Colossians 3:12–13; 12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with 
one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.!

D. I want us to think about the behavior of those who do not claim Christ as their King, then 
our behavior… is there a difference?!

III. Obedience!
A. Holiness is expressed in our obedience to God!
B. 1 Peter 1:22–23; 22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 

sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you have 
been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and 
abiding word of God;!

C. Psalm 119:9–16; 9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according 
to your word. 10 With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your 
commandments! 11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against 
you. 12 Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your statutes! 13 With my lips I declare all 
the rules of your mouth. 14 In the way of your testimonies I delight as much as in all 
riches. 15 I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. 16 I will delight 
in your statutes; I will not forget your word.!

D. Romans 1:1–7; 1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for 
the gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 
4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by 
his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received 
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name 
among all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7 To all 
those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.!

IV. Be Holy!
A. Jesus has shed His blood so that I am set apart for a divine purpose!
B. This Holiness is not of this world, so my actions must be different than the world’s!
C. The Holiness given to me by Jesus must be expressed in the way I live


